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Northwest Aero applying for pilot training contract 
3/8/04  
By Robert Barron 
Staff Writer 
 
Elaine Johns has a plan for Northwest Aero Services and Enid.  
 
Northwest Aero teaches people to fly airplanes and now teaches flight classes to Air Force undergraduate pilot 
training officers. The plan is called Introductory Flight Training, or IFT, and there are 400 schools across the United 
States doing similar training.  
 
The Air Force once operated its own introductory flight training but switched to civilian contractors, which allowed it 
to sell its aging fleet of T-3 aircraft and save taxpayers more than $16 million.  
 
IFT tests students for aptitude and motivation for flying. Northwest Aero has been part of the process the past four 
years. The problem the Air Force has found with having 400 schools across the country is there is no 
standardization of training.  
 
The Air Force announced recently it will do away with IFT at those 400 schools and establish a central flight training 
school for all IFT trainees.  
 
Johns wants Northwest Aero to be that place.  
 
She has met with Air Force officials in San Antonio for further information on the program and is encouraged. She 
also contacted Vance Air Force Base officials for their view on whether such a program would interfere with training 
at the base, and she said they are supportive.  
 
"Officials at Vance Air Force Base, representing a variety of specialties, reviewed the proposal by Northwest Aero to 
host the single-source flight screening program for pilot and navigator training for the Air Force," said 1st Lt. Jason 
Bishop, a public affairs officer at Vance. "Vance sees the impact to its flying operations to be minimal.  
 
"Aside from minor procedural changes, the screening program should not have a major impact on Vance Air Force 
Base operations."  
 
Johns' training would be east of the normal Vance flight patterns, she said. She also plans to utilize airports in 
Perry and Blackwell-Tonkawa.  
 
By using those airports, she said her training traffic would not be any more than it is now at Enid Woodring 
Regional Airport.  
 
"It could be a win-win situation for Vance, Enid and the civilian population," she said.  
 
If successful in being selected to host the program, Johns expects 300 to 1,500 students a year at her facility. At 
full capacity, she anticipates training about 125 students a month, with a new streamlined 25-hour program that 
would be completed in about a month. The program is designed by the Air Force.  
 
Johns would work in a partnership with Northern Oklahoma College, which will provide lodging and meals for 
participants.  
 
NOC has an associate's degree program in pilot training, she said. She said she wants to work out a bachelor's 
degree program with Northwestern Oklahoma State University.  
 
The projected date of awarding the contract is January 2005, with implementation to begin in September 2005.  
 
If successful, Johns said she would have to expand her facilities and increase the number of aircraft she has. 
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